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Place Based Learning is intended to connect learning to the surrounding 
environment and the local community. It promotes students to guide their own 
learning and imagination, by allowing them to decide how and what they learn. 
Having students gain local knowledge about their communities and the land 
that they are on, can engage them in various inquiries.

“This Place-Based Education 
approach can serve as a 

framework to connect learning 
models, increase the power of our 
educational system and serve as 

the foundation for a thriving 
democracy.” – Natalie McClennen, 

Place Based Education: 
Communities as Learning 

Environment.

Great Resource:

“What is Placed Based Education and Why Does it Matter?”
By Get Smart. 
http://www.gettingsmart.com/2017/02/what-is-place-based-education/

http://www.gettingsmart.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/What-is-Place-Based-Education-and-Why-Does-it-Matter-3.pdf
http://www.gettingsmart.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/What-is-Place-Based-Education-and-Why-Does-it-Matter-3.pdf


Benefits of 
Place Based Learning

Great Resource:

“Place-Based Learning: 
Using Your Location as 

a Classroom” 
By Edutopia

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Q3ij_dFpZgw

Watching the Youtube video “Place-Based Learning: Using Your Location as a 
Classroom” by Edutopia, the video explains multiple benefits to this learning 
approach.

• Students get engaged and excited to learn in the outdoors
• It connects students to the real world
• Serves as a tool. Whether it is in the city, near a river or by a forest.
• Shows seasonal changes. (animals, plants, weather)
• Students don’t recognize how much they are learning
• Is cross curricular and can be easily integrated with First Nations culture.
• Shows kids the impact that they can make

Benefits of 
Place Based 
Education by 
Get Smart:

http://
www.gettingsma
rt.com/2017/02/
what-is-place-
based-
education/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3ij_dFpZgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3ij_dFpZgw


APPLICATION IDEAS FOR KINDERGARTEN:

Learning in a  
Primary Classroom 

Big Idea: Kindergarten- Plants have 
observable features.

•Allow students to observe the soil 
that plants come from.

•What attributes allow plants
to grow. (Moist, dry)

•Where to plants grow? (Sun, 
shade)

•Allow students to look at similarities 
and differences between various 
plants.

•Size, shape, colour, texture.

Big Idea: Kindergarten- Seasonal changes 
affect all living things/ First peoples 
knowledge on Seasonal changes

•Show students real plants 
from various seasons

•What plants grow in 
different seasons?
•Why are plants important 
to the First peoples culture? 
•How might this impact 
different seasons?
•What does the soil feel like 
in each season?

•Allow students to observe 
different animals

•What types of animals and 
creatures can be identified 
in a nature walk throughout 
different seasons? 
(Bunnies, different birds, 
snakes etc.)

TIP: Using magnifying glasses for each 
student, could be beneficial when trying to 
engage your students!

TIP: The SPCA does workshops where 
students can interact with different 
animals!

Great Resource: http://spca.bc.ca/
programs-services/for-kids-teens/



APPLICATION IDEAS FOR GRADE: 1

~Place Based Learning~
 in a Primary Classroom

Big Idea: Grade 1- Observable patterns 
and cycles occur in the local sky and 
landscape.

•Get students to measure the amount of 
precipitation (week/month/seasonal 
changes)

•When does it rain the most?
•What weather is it when it rains 

the most?
•Does rain affect living things?

•Allow students to explore different local 
patterns such as building a small 
windmill or measuring temperature 
during different months or seasons.

• What types of weather do we 
get in each season?

• Which month or season has 
more rain, wind, low 
temperatures?

HTTPS://WWW.PINTEREST.CA/PIN/404409241515236098/

Tip: Pinterest has lots of different ideas for 
making your own rain gauge, windmill or 
thermometer!

https://www.pinterest.ca

Big Idea: Grade 1- Living things have 
features and behaviours that help them 
survive in their environment.

•Get students to try and find bugs in 
their local environment. Without 
picking them up, get students to 
take pictures or observe their 
surroundings.

•How do animals and plants use 
their features to respond to 
stimuli in their 
environments?

•Why might a plant or animal do 
this? Benefits?

•In what ways to plants do this? 
In what ways to animals?

Tip: If there are few bugs near you, try looking up 
different places such as Butterfly World, that 
might be more useful!

https://sciencing.com/list-insects-incomplete-metamorphosis-

https://www.pinterest.ca
https://www.pinterest.ca

